Austro-Serbian Antagonism

never be other than the French side. There a rapid decision
may be expected, whereas an offensive campaign on the
Russian side would be endless. But, in order to act on
the offensive against France, it will be necessary to
violate the neutrality of Belgium/^1?)

The idea that the European situation and the unpre-
paredness of the Entente in the event of an outbreak of
war created favourable circumstances which should be
turned to immediate account, was expressed to Conrad
by Moltke on May 12, 1914. Two months earlier, as we
have seen, Moltke had admitted the peaceful intentions
of Russia, France, and England. "If we delay any longer/'
he now wrote to his Austrian colleague, "the chances of
success will be diminished." Moltke confided to Conrad
his hopes of "making an end of France six weeks after
the opening of hostilities, or at least being far enough
advanced to transfer the bulk of our forces to the Eastern
front."(i8) A few days later (June r, 1914) he made
similar statements to Baron von Eckardstein, the former
German chargd d'affaires in London.(i9)

These testimonies, emanating from the most highly
qualified personages, bear witness to a continuity of out-
look and objective directed towards early military action
to be initiated by the Central Empires. Since these plans
were known to the other Powers, or at least suspected
by them, they judged the state of mind of the German
Government to be highly dangerous for the preservation
of peace; for acts of intimidation had already been
observed and the German Government had ordered the
construction of strategic railways close up to the Belgian
frontier.
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